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{ And among His signs is the creation of the
heavens and the earth, and the diversity of your

languages and your colours g Al-rum 22
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{ Oh people! Indeed We have created you male

and female, and have made you peoples and
tribes so that you may know one another |

Al-hujarat 13

S gl
The Prophet (SAW) said: ... All people are sons
of Adam, and Adam was created from dust.

Sunan Al-Tirmidhi, The book of virtues
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Sa’id Al-Jariri related from Abu Nadra:
Someone who had heard the Messenger of
Allah’s (SAW) sermon during the days of tashrig
[after ‘eid] told me that He said: Oh people! Is
not indeed your Lord one Lord? And your
father one? Is there indeed no superiority of
Arab over foreigner, nor of foreigner over Arab,
nor of white over black, nor black over white,
except by virtue of piety [tagwa|? Have I gotten
the message across?

Musnad Ahmad, Hadith of a man from among the Prophet’s
(SAW) Companions
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Ja’far ibn Abi Talib came back from Ethiopia, he
and his companions, and with him were seventy
men that had been sent by Najashi as a delegation
to the Messenger of Allah (SAW), with wool
garments on. There were sixty-two from
Ethiopia and eight from the people of Sham:
Bahira the monk, Abraha, Idris, Ashraf,
Tammam, Quthaim, Duraid, and Ayman. And the
Messenger of Allah (SAW) recited surah Ya-Sin
for them until the end. They wept when they
heard the Qur’an, and believed, and said: How
similar this is to what was sent down to ‘Isa. And
Allah Most High sent down this verse regarding
them [Al-md’ida 82]
Al-Wahidi, Asbab Al-nuzul
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The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: Leave the
Ethiopians alone as long as they leave you all
alone.
Sunan Al-Nasa'i, The book of jihad
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From Anas ibn Malik who said: The Messenger of
Allah (SAW) was on a journey, and with him was
a black servant of his, called Anjasha, driving the
camels. And the Messenger of Allah (SAW) said to
him: Woe to you, Oh Anjasha, go easy with the
glass vessels [i.e. the women]!
Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of manners
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From Abdullah ibn ‘Amr who said: The
Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: Do not marry
women for their beauty, for perhaps their beauty
will destroy them. And do not marry them for
their wealth, for perhaps their assets will cause
them to transgress. But marry them for their deen



[faith, religion]; for indeed even a pierced black
slave woman, who has deen, is better.

Sunan Ibn Majah, The book of marital relations
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Muhammad ibn Sirin said: The Messenger of

Allah (SAW) said: Let beautiful sterile women
alone and marry fertile black women.

‘Abd Al-Razzaq, the Musannaf, The book of marital relations,
Section: marital relations with virgins and barren women

)Jcﬁ o ;*1}“ J»-“ Ll JBy Jily s ) ¢l
o r:’LH’v*”‘ dgud gy 2w OV YL 7 Y
el

YA LA (A g

Abu ‘Ubaida got up, made a supplication, and
said: Any woman who enters the [public| baths
for no reason, only wanting to make her face

white — may Allah blacken her face on the day of
the whitening of faces.

Tafsir Al-Qurtubi, Al-nur 31
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From ‘Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her)
who said: A black woman who belonged to
some of the Arabs yielded into Islam, and she
had a rugged little shack in the mosque. She
used to come to us and talk with us, and
whenever she finished talking she would say:
The day of the shawl was one of the marvels of
our Lord; did He not save me from the land of
the unbelievers? And when she would say this a
lot, ‘Aishah said to her: And what was the day
of the shawl? She said: A young little maid that
belonged to someone in my household went out,
and she had on a shawl made of leather. It fell
off of her, and a hawk swooped down, thinking
it was a piece of meat, and took it. They accused



me of it, and tortured me to the point that they
even looked inside my front parts. And while
they were around me, and I was distressed, the
hawk came down right to our heads, then threw
it down, and they picked it up. And I said to
them: This is what you accused me of when I

was innocent of it.

Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of the virtuous traits of the Ansar
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... Then the Messenger of Allah (SAW) called
Usama ibn Zaid, Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari, ‘Umar
ibn Al-Khattab, and a black boy to dig; and they
dug her [Fatima’s| grave.

Al-Tabarani, Al-mu’jam Al-awsat, Section “A”
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In the year of Khaybar ... Rifa'a ibn Zaid gave the
Messenger of Allah (SAW) a black slave boy
called Mid'am.
Muwatta Malik, The book of jihad
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A slave came and pledged to emigrate with the
Messenger of Allah (SAW), but the Prophet
(SAW) did not realize that he was a slave. Then
his master came looking for him, and the Prophet

(SAW) said: Sell him to me. And He bought him

for two black slaves.
Sunan Al-Nasa'i, The book of transactions, Chapter: Selling
animals for animals
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Abu Huraira related that a certain man brought a
black servant girl to the Prophet (SAW), and said:
Oh Messenger of Allah, the release of a believing
neck [ie. slave| is due me. He said to her: Where
is Allah? And she pointed to the sky with her



finger. Then He said to her: And who am I? And
she pointed to the Prophet (SAW) and to the sky,
that is to say: You are the Messenger of Allah. And
He said: Set her free; she is a believer.

Sunan Abu Dawud, The book of oaths and vows
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Abu Tahir ibn Al-‘Allaf narrated, in his book
called “The Book of the Garden”, that an
Ethiopian man came to the Prophet (SAW) and
said: Oh Messenger of Allah, if I do some
indecent things, can there be repentance for me?
He said: Yes. So he went away but then came
back and said: Oh Messenger of Allah, did Allah
see me when I was doing them? He said: Yes, oh

Ethiopian. And the Ethiopian let out a scream
like his soul was leaving him.

Ibn Al-Jawzi, Tanwir Al-ghabash fi Fadl Al-sudan wa Al-habash,
Chapter seventeen
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From Ibn Juraij who said: I said to ‘Ataa: A man
proposes to a woman, but he has a woman
already, and so he proposes to her with the
condition that “one day for you and two days for
so-and-so”, at the time of the engagement before
marital relations. He said: That is permissible
before marital relations, and after both of them
have agreed to it. | asked: Was it regarding this
that the verse was sent down { And if a woman
fears discord or alienation from her husband |
[Al-nisaa 128] ? He said: Yes. And [ said: Did the
Prophet (SAW) do this with some of his women?
He said: Yes. And I said: What about { And
stinginess has been made manifest in people % He
said: Regarding expenditures, they alleged that
the woman was black.

‘Abd Al-Razzaq, the Musannaf, The book of marital relations,
Section: a man who marries a woman with the condition that
“one day for you and two days for so-and-so”
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‘Ugba ibn Al-Harith said: I married a woman,
and a black woman came to us and said: I suckled
both of you. So I went to the Prophet (SAW) and
said: I married So-and-so the daughter of So-
and-so, then a black woman came to us and said
to me “Indeed I suckled both of you”; she is a
liar. And He was turned away from him. Then I
came around to face Him and I said: Indeed she
is a liar. He said: How can you have her |[the

wife|, seeing that she [the black woman] has
alleged that she suckled both of you? Let her go.

Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of marital relations
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‘Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) related:
The Messenger of Allah (SAW) came in to see
me, and there were two servant girls with me
singing the songs of the battle of Bu’ath. He laid
down on the bed and turned his face away. Then
Abu Bakr came in and scolded me, saying: Flutes
of Satan here with the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) ?!' But the Messenger of Allah (SAW)
turned to face him and said: Let them be. When
he [Abu Bakr| stopped paying attention, I
winked at the two of them and they left. She said:
It was the day of ‘eid and the black people were
playing with shields and spears. Then either I
asked the Messenger of Allah (SAW) or He said
to me: Would you like to look? I said: Yes. So He
stood me up behind him, my cheek against his,
while He was saying: Come on, Banu Arfida [a
nickname for the Ethiopians], until I became
bored. He said: Is that enough for you? I said:
Yes. He said: Then go now.
Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of jihad and campaigns
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‘Ataa ibn Abi Rabah said: Ibn ‘Abbas asked me:
Shall T not show you one of the women of the
people of Jannah? 1 said: Yes of course. He said:
This black woman came to the Prophet (SAW)
and said: Indeed I get seizures and I become
uncovered, so call on Allah for me. He said: If
you like, you can bear with it and Jannah is yours,
or if you like, I can call on Allah to heal you. She
said: [ will bear with it. And she said: But indeed
I become uncovered, so call on Allah that I not
become uncovered. And He called on Allah.

Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of the sick
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Some of the Arab Bedouins say ... the worst of

women are the little black girls, the ones who get
sick a lot.

Ibn Mandhour, Lisan Al-arab, Section: the dotted letter ghain
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Even if the one that has been appointed over you
all is an Ethiopian slave mutilated to stumps, hear

him and obey him as long as he leads you
according to the Book of Allah.

Sunan Ibn Majah, The book of jihad
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The Prophet (SAW) said: Hear and obey, even

if an Ethiopian with a head like a raisin were

made chief over you.

Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of rulings
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His words "with a head like a raisin" : ... He
likened the head of Ethiopians to a raisin due to
it being scrunched up and the fact that their hair
is black - symbolizing how repugnant it is and

how hideous it looks and the lack of any esteem
for it.

Ibn Hajar Al-‘Asqalani, Fath Al-bari, The book of rulings
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That is, comparing their heads to raisins due to
the blackness, repugnance, and ugly appearance.

Al-Munawi, Faid Al-Qadir, Section hamza

oo oy oV ) Dy o B S ) el

oW OE gy s
From Asmaa bint Abu Bakr who said: The
Messenger of Allah (SAW) cursed women who

do hair extensions and women who get hair

extensions.

Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of dress
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The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: "Whoever
wants to look at Satan, he should look at Nabtal
ibn Al-Harith." He was a corpulent man, dark
black, with disheveled hair, reddish eyes, and
burnt cheeks. ... Jibril came to the Messenger of
Allah (SAW) and said to him: Indeed a man will
sit with you, dark black, with disheveled hair,
burnt cheeks, and reddish eyes like they were
two brass kettles, whose liver [i.e. heart] is more

disgusting than a donkey's liver ... this was the
description of Nabtal ibn Al-Harith.

Ibn Hisham, Al-sirah Al-nabawiya, Topic section: the hypocrites
in Medina
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Zutt: a black people-group from Sindh ... an
ethnic group of blacks and Indians.

Ibn Mandhour, Lisan Al-‘arab
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Abdullah related: The Messenger of Allah (SAW)
sent for me, so we set out until I reached such-
and-such a place, and He traced a line for me and
told me: Stay between the two edges of this —
don’t go outside of it; if you go outside of it, it’s
over for you. Abdullah said: And so I stayed
there. Then the Messenger of Allah (SAW) went
off a stone’s throw away or a little farther. Then
he [the narrator] mentioned a group of male
members [hcmeen, ie. men] who looked like Zutt

people, as ‘Affan said Allah willing, with no
clothes on (but I did not see their genitals), tall



and scrawny. And they came and started to ride
[varkabun| the Messenger of Allah (SAW), and
the Prophet of Allah (SAW) began to recite over
them. And they started to move closer and lean
around me, and get in my way, and I become
intensely terrified of them, so I sat down. And
when the morning light broke, they began to go
away. Then the Messenger of Allah (SAW) came
back exhausted and in pain, or practically in pain,
from how they had ridden him; He said: Indeed
[ am exhausted.

Musnad Ahmad, Section: Narrations from Abdullah ibn Mas'ud
(may Allah Most High be pleased with him)
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A black man (or a black woman) used to sweep
the mosque, and then he died. And the Prophet
(SAW) asked about him, and they said: He died.
He said: And you all didn’t tell me about it? Show

me his grave (or He said: her grave). So He went
to his grave, and prayed over him.

Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of prayer
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‘Aishah related from the Prophet (SAW):
“Beware of East Africans [Zanj], for indeed they

»

are deformed creatures [khalq mushawwal

Ibn ‘Adi Al-Jurjani, Al-kamil fi Du’afaa Al-rijal, Section: those
named ‘Amir; ‘Amir ibn Salih Al-Zubairi
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The Prophet (SAW) said: I saw a black woman
with disheveled hair going out from Medina until
she settled in Mahya'a, and I took that to mean
that the plague of Medina was being transferred
to Mahya'a.
Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of interpreting dreams
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The Prophet (SAW) said: There will come a
people, speaking words of truth, but it will not
go past their throats; they will pass through
Islam like an arrow passes through a target;
their sign, or among them, will be a black man
with a crippled hand and black hairs on his
hand. If he is among them, you will have killed
the worst of people.

Musnad Ahmad, Narrations of 'Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be
pleased with him)
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The Messenger of Allah (SAW) described a certain
people ... "They will speak truth with their tongues

but it will not go past here [pointing to his throat|;
among the most detestable of Allah's creation



among them is a black man with one of his hands
like a sheep's teat or the nipple of a breast."
Sahih Muslim, The book of zakat
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Ahmad ibn Abi Sulaiman, the companion of
Sahnun, said: Whoever says that the Prophet
(SAW) was black is to be killed; the Prophet
(SAW) was not black.

Al-qadi ‘Iyad Al-Yahsubi, Al-shifa, Part Four: regarding
disposition of the aspects of legal rulings for those who slander
Him or insult Him (prayers and peace be upon him)
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Abu Huraira described the Messenger of Allah
(SAW); he said: He was extremely white.

Ibn Kathir, Al-bidaya wa Al-nihaya, Section: Description of the
Messenger of Allah’s (SAW) colour
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Anas related: The Messenger of Allah (SAW)
raided Khaibar, and we prayed the dawn prayer
while it was still dark. The Prophet of Allah
(SAW) rode in and Abu Talha rode in and I rode
behind Abu Talha. And the Prophet of Allah
(SAW) came down the road through Khaibar,
and my knee was touching the Prophet of Allah’s
(SAW) thigh. Then He pulled up his waist wrap
from his thigh until I saw the whiteness of the
Prophet of Allah’s (SAW) thigh.
Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of prayer
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Abdullah ibn Malik ibn Buhaina related that
when the Prophet (SAW) prayed, He spread his
hands such that the whiteness of his armpits
became apparent.
Sahih Al-Bukhari, The book of prayer
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The Messenger of Allah (SAW) used to say: Jibril
(peace upon him) comes to me in the form of

Dihya Al-Kalbi. Anas said: Dihya was a beautiful,
white man.

Al-Tabarani, Al-mu’jam Al-kabir, Section: those named Anas
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‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with

him) said: Whenever a woman’s whiteness is

complete against the beauty of her hair, her

beauty is complete. And the Arabs praise women
for their whiteness.

Ibn Qayyim, Rawda Al-muhibeen wa Nuzha Al-mushtagin, The
nineteenth section: mention of the virtue of beauty and the
inclination of souls towards it in every circumstance
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A certain man divorced his woman [dhaahara],
but then had sex with her before making
atonement for the divorce. He came to the
Prophet (SAW) and mentioned this to him, and
He said: What drove you to do that? He said:
Oh Messenger of Allah, I saw the whiteness of
her ankles in the moonlight, and I couldn’t help
myself from having sex with her. And the
Messenger of Allah (SAW) laughed and ordered
him not to go near her until he made atonement.

Sunan Ibn Majah, The book of divorce
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Mugatil said: The Prophet (SAW) married

Zainab bint Jahsh to Zaid, and she remained with
him for a time. Then He (peace be upon him)



came looking for Zaid one day, and He noticed
Zainab standing there; she was white, beautiful,
corpulent, among the most perfect women of
Quraish; and He desired her. And He said:
Exalted is Allah who flips hearts upside down!

Tafsir Al-Qurtubi, Al-ahzab 37-38
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{ And so, and we will marry them to wide-eyed
maidens [hur ‘ain] | Al-dukhan 54
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Abdullah ibn Mas’ud related that the Prophet
(SAW) said: Indeed every one of the women of
Jannah — the whiteness of her legs will be seen

through seventy dresses; even her marrow will
be seen.

Sunan Al-Tirmidhi, The book of the description of Jannah
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Al-hur (plural of hawraa): a young woman,
dazzling, beautiful, white, with intense black
eyes.
Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him)
said: hur in the speech of the Arabs is white; and
Qatadah similarly said that hur is white. And
Mugatil said hur is white-faced, and Mujahid
said al-hur al-‘ain are those whose limbs are
white on them, whose leg marrow is visible
through their garments; and anyone who looks
can see his face in the liver of any one of them,
like a mirror, from the delicateness of skin and
clarity of colour.

Ibn Qayyim, Hadi Al-arwah ila Bilad Al-afrah, Section fifty-three
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{ As if they were | of the colour of { eggs | of
ostriches | hidden | covered by their feathers
to which dust does not reach, the colour of

which is pale white, the finest of the colours of

women.

Tafsir Al-Jalalain
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The Prophet (SAW) said: Indeed it has been

shown to me that I will see the whiteness of
‘Aishah's hands in Jannah.

Musnad Ahmad, Narrations from ‘Aishah
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The Prophet (SAW) said: Allah created Adam
when He created him, and struck his right
shoulder, and brought forth white offspring like
tiny ants, then struck his left shoulder and
brought forth black offspring like charcoal. And
He said to those on His right: To Jannah and I
don't care! And He said to those on His left hand:
To Hell and I don't care!
Al-Tibrizi, Mishkat Al-masabih, The book of belief
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{ The day when some faces will turn white and

some faces will turn black; and those whose

faces turn black - Have you all disbelieved

after having believed? Taste then the
punishment for having disbelieved! |

Al 'Imran 106
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{ And on judgment day you will see those who
lied against Allah, with their faces blackened; is
there not in Hell a dwelling for the boastful? |

Al-zumar 60
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The Prophet (SAW) said: The Ka’ba will be

destroyed by a guy with skinny legs from Ethiopia.
Sahih Muslim, The book of trials and signs of the hour






